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Reply to Office Action of October .1, 2006 

AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS RECEIVED 

1. (currently amended) A storage apparatus for safely storing documents, 

MAR 0 5 2007 

comprising: 

a first transparent sheet; 

a second sheet attached to the first transparent sheet along a permanent waterproof 
seal, the permanent wate r proof seal including a continuous seam defining a pocket between 
the first transparent sheet and the second sheet, the pocket having an open end , the sea m 
including a first endpoint and a second endpoint : 

[[an]] a length of adherent disposed on one of b e twee n the first transparent sheet and 
the second sheet and across the open end of the pocket a nd contacting the first endpoint and 
die second endpoint. wherein when the other of the first trans pare nt sheet and the se cond 
sheet cont acts the adherent across the open end of the pock et, t he continuous seam and the 
adherent form a waterproof pocket; and 

a releas able tape disposed on the adherent such that the adhererrQs^adapted to 
sel ectiv e ly sel ectable adhere the first transparent sheet to the second sheet across the open 

an attachment section disposed along a side of the first and second sheet and adapted 
to mount the storage apparatus within a container. 

2. (original) The storage apparatus of claim 1, wherein the seal is air tight. 

3. (canceled). 
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4. (currently amended) The storage apparatus of claim 1 claim wherein the seal is 
a heat seal between the first sheet and the second sheet. 

5. (currently amended) The storage apparatus of claim 1 e4mnH3, wherein the second 
sheet is transparent 

6. (currently amended) The storage apparatus of claim 1 elaim 3 , wherein the 
continuous seam seal-includes a first linear segment, a second linear segment, and a third 
linear segment. 

7. (currently amended) The storage apparatus of claim 6, wherein the first linear 
segment extends approximately horizontally across the first sheet, the second linear segment 
extends approximately vertically across the first sheet, and the third linear segment extends 
approximately horizontally across the first sheet. 

8. (original) The storage apparatus of claim 7, wherein the pocket forms an 
approximately 4 inch by 6 inch rectangle. 

9. (original) The storage apparatus of claim 7, wherein the pocket forms an 
approximately 3 Vi inch by 5 inch rectangle. 

10. (canceled). 
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1 1 (currently amended) The storage apparatus of claim I eknm^, farther 

comprising a second seal between the first sheet and the second sheet, the second seal 

defining a second pocket with an open end. 

12. (original) The storage apparatus of claim 11, wherein the adherent is disposed 
across the open end of the second pocket. 

13. (original) The storage apparatus of claim 12, wherein the second pocket is 
approximately 4 inches by 6 inches. 

14. (original) The storage apparatus of claim 12, wherein the second pocket is sized 
to receive a strip of negatives from a 35 mm camera. 

15. (currently amended) The storage apparatus of claim 1 eiakn-3, wherein the 
attachment section is a chamber bounded by a continuous water-tight seal. 

16. (original) The storage apparatus of claim 1 5 ? wherein the chamber includes a 
plurality of holes sized and spaced such that the storage apparatus can be received in a loose 
leaf binder. 

1 7. (currently amended) The storage apparatus of claim 1 claim 3 , wherein the 
adherent is relcasabie. 
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18. (currently amended) The storage apparatus of claim 1 claim 3 , wherein the first 

sheet and the second sheet are comprised of a single sheet folded over itself. 



19. (currently amended) The storage apparatus of claim 1 olaim 3 , wherein the 
adherent includes an aggressive adhesive and a nonaggressive adhesive disposed on either 
side of a tape. 



20. (original) The storage apparatus of claim 19, wherein the aggressive adhesive is 
adhered to the second sheet, and a reteasable tape is disposed across the nonaggressive 
adhesive, thereby separating the nonaggressive adhesive from the first sheet. 



21-23. (canceled). 



24. (currently amended) A method of manufacturing a device for safely storing a 
document, including: 

disposing an adher e nt along a length of u firm ahcot; 

attaching the a first sheet to a second sheet along a permanent liquid tight seal to form 
an open ended pocket between the first sheet and the second sheet, the permanent liquid light 
seal comprising a continu ous scam having a first end point and a second en dpoint . tho firot 
end and the s econd end be ing-disposed ahuttmg-the-adherem; and 

disposing a length of adh erent on the first sheet and across the open en d of the pocket, 
wherein the length of adherent cpn^ctsjhejl^ a nd the second endpoint. wherein 

when the second she et contacts the adhesive across the open end of the pocket, t he 
continuo us seam and the adherent form a waterproof pocket: 
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disposing a releasable tape on the adherent such tha t the adherent is adapted to 
selectably adhere the first sheet to the s eco nd sheet: and 

forming an attachment section next to the pocket, the attachment section adapted to 
mount the two sheets to a photo album.[[;]] 

wher e in the adherent is se le ctively appl icab le to th e s e cond she et-te > close the pook ot, 



25. (original) The method of claim 24, wheTein attaching the first sheet to the second 
sheet includes heat sealing the first sheet to the second sheet. 

26. (original) The method of claim 24, wherein disposing the adherent includes 
using a dual sided tape. 

27. (original) The method of claim 26, wherein the dual sided tape includes an 
aggressive adhesive and a non-aggressive adhesive. 

28. (original) The method of claim 26, wherein the dual sided tape includes a pair of 
aggressive adhesives. 

29. (original) The method of claim 26, wherein the adherent includes a releasable 

tape. 
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30. (currently amended) A storage apparatus for safely storing documents, 
comprising: 

a fust transparent sheet: 

a second sheet attached to the first transparent sheet along a permanent liquid tight 
seal, the permanent liquid tight seal including a vertical seam and two horizontal seams 
meeting at corners to define a three-sided pocket between the first transparent sheet and the 
second sheet the pocket having an open end, the horizontal seams each having endpoints 
opposite the vertical seam; 

an attachment section disposed along a side of the first and second sheet and adapted 
to mount the storage apparatus within a container; 

an adhesive disposed on one of the first and second sheets and across the open end of 
the pocket and abtrttmg co ntacting the endpoints of the horizontal seams , wherein w hen the 
other of the first and second s hee t contacts the adhesi ve across the open end, the vertica l 
seam, the horizontal seams , and the a dhesive form a waterproof pocket : and 

a releasable tape disposed on the adhesive such that the adhesive is adapted to 
selectively selectably adhere the first sheet to the second sheet across the open end to clos e 



3 1 . (original) The apparatus of claim 30, wherein the attachment section is a 
chamber defined by a continuous water-tight seal. 

32. (canceled). 
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33. (original) The apparatus of claim 30, wherein the adhesive includes a dual sided 
tape with a non-aggressive adhesive disposed on a first side of the tape, and an aggressive 
adhesive disposed on the second side of the tape. 

34. (previously presented) The apparatus of claim 30, wherein the permanent seal 
between the first and second sheets is one of a heat seat, permanent adhesive, and sonic weld. 
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